
Title of Lesson Plan Nothing goes to waste here;  Saw mills in action 
Prepared By (first and last name) Tom Renton 
City and State Pittsfield, Mass. 
Grade Level(s) 9-10 
Keywords (subjects covered) Lumber selection, debarker, bandsaw conveyers 
Brief Description Students learn the efficient way that the saw mill operates. 

From lumber selection to rough sawn and sorted lumber and 
finish products like pallets. Nothing goes to waste at the mill. 

Total Time Required 2-3 fifty minute periods 
Setting   Classroom 
Lesson Objectives/Goals Wood identification, lumber grading and woods to retail 

pathway. 
Materials Needed Short log lengths and rough sawn lumber of different  species, 

overhead or power point of saw mill  
Standards Addressed Safety 1.A.01a, 1.A.02a, strand 4 : Employability knowledge 

and skills  4.A.01a, 4.02.a, 4.A09.a 
Procedure Power point of pictures of the lumber mill and hands on 

lumber selection and grading of small sample logs and rough 
sawn lumber in the shop. 

Assessment Ability to identify lumber , Quiz on saw mill jobs 
Literature Cited/References Cannonsville lumber mill pictures 
Forestry Tour Attended Catskills 09 
 
Lesson Plan Disclaimer 
The ideas and guidelines contained in the lesson plans do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Temperate Forest Foundation. Lessons 
may be submissions from educators and have not been tested in classrooms by The Temperate Forest Foundation. They are published online 
as a service to help educators share ideas with other educators. 
 
These lesson plans are for personal use only and may not be republished or redistributed by any method now known or developed in the 
future. 

 


