
Title of Lesson Plan Can We Live Without Paper? 
Prepared By (first and last name) Colleen Greene 
City and State Herbster, Wisconsin 
Grade Level(s) 3 and 4 
Keywords (subjects covered) Writing, Oral Language, Research and Inquiry, Economics 
Brief Description Students will gain a greater understanding of the importance 

of paper to modern society by considering what their lives 
would be like without paper and will create a story, skit, or 
storyboard expressing their thoughts.   

Total Time Required 2-3 thirty minute class periods depending on the size of the 
class 

Setting Classroom  
Lesson Objectives/Goals To emphasize the importance of the paper industry 
Materials Needed Writing notebooks, chalkboard 
Standards Addressed English- B.4.1-Writing, B.4.2-Writing, B.4.3-Writing, C.4.1-Oral 

Language, F.4.1- Research and Inquiry, Social Studies  D.4.3 
Economics 

Procedure After talking about the paper industry in Wisconsin Social 
Studies or any Social Studies class ask the students to 
discuss how they use paper throughout a typical day.  Record 
these answers on the board.   
Explain that for this activity, the students must pretend that 
paper was never invented or no longer exists.  Explain that 
their dependence on paper to help them through their day 
(books, for example) will need to be replaced with something 
else.  Ask students to describe 5 specific examples of how 
their lives would be different if paper had never been invented 
or no longer existed.  Assign a deadline for the assignment 
that would involve one of the following activities.   
*Write a Creative Story 
*Develop a Group Skit 
*Design a Storyboard or Comic Strip 
Students can work with a group or partner and will share the 
results of the activity with the class.   

Assessment Evaluate the students based on their story, skit, or storyboard 
to see if they have understood the importance of paper in their 
lives.   

Literature Cited/References Publication Paper Makes Wisconsin Great! 
Forestry Tour Attended Duluth, Minnesota  June 23-26 
 
Lesson Plan Disclaimer 
The ideas and guidelines contained in the lesson plans do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Temperate Forest Foundation. Lessons 
may be submissions from educators and have not been tested in classrooms by The Temperate Forest Foundation. They are published online 
as a service to help educators share ideas with other educators. 
 
These lesson plans are for personal use only and may not be republished or redistributed by any method now known or developed in the 
future. 

 


